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Abstract

Every word found in literary manuscripts carries multiple layers of meaning,
reflecting the linguistic, cultural, and philosophical richness of the period in which it was
composed. Many words in ancient texts cannot be fully understood through their literal
meanings alone; instead, they acquire greater clarity and depth through the detailed
explanations offered by traditional commentators. These commentaries often differ because
scholars interpret the contextual intention of the original author from varying literary,
religious, and historical perspectives. Furthermore, semantic shifts that occur over time also
influence the interpretation of individual words, resulting in diverse meanings across
different periods. Such variations are especially evident in classical Tamil literature and
devotional texts. In this context, the present article examines the semantic evolution and
interpretative variations of the word "Pinnakan™ as it appears in the Thirumurais, analysing
how commentators have understood and explained its meaning in different contexts.
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